
Crosscutting Issues in the Pali Curriculum 

1. Professional Ethics 

 Texts Studied: Courses like Vinaya Pitaka, Dhammapada, Theragatha, and Jataka promote 

ethical conduct, self-discipline, and righteous livelihood, aligning with professional ethics. 

 Applications in Curriculum: 

o Students learn about ethical frameworks from ancient Buddhist monastic codes 

(Vinaya), which can be related to modern professional conduct. 

o Ethics of speech, action, and livelihood are emphasized, encouraging integrity in 

academic and professional life. 

2. Gender Issues 

 Texts Studied: Therigatha (poems by early Buddhist nuns) offers critical insights into gender 

roles and empowerment in ancient times. 

 Applications in Curriculum: 

o Provides a platform to discuss women’s voices in spiritual and literary history. 

o Encourages comparative studies on gender equality across historical and cultural 

contexts. 

3. Human Values 

 Texts Studied: Dhammapada, Jataka tales, and discourses from the Sutta Pitaka emphasize 

compassion, truthfulness, kindness, and non-violence. 

 Applications in Curriculum: 

o Moral stories and parables from the Jataka tales are used to instill core human 

values. 

o Discussions on concepts like Karuna (compassion), Metta (loving-kindness), and Sila 

(virtue) are central to character building. 

4. Environment and Sustainability 

 Texts Studied: Buddhist discourses emphasizing interdependence (Paticcasamuppada) and 

reverence for all life promote ecological awareness. 

 Applications in Curriculum: 

o Teachings on non-violence and minimalism contribute to environmental ethics. 

o Emphasis on mindful consumption and sustainability principles drawn from Buddhist 

philosophy. 

Mode of Curriculum Transaction 

 Lectures & Discussions: Ethical and value-based interpretations are incorporated through 

class discussions and reflective assignments. 



 Seminars & Projects: Topics related to gender equity, environmental consciousness, and 

social ethics are taken up in student-led seminars. 

 Field Work / Value Education: Possible integration of visits to eco-friendly spiritual centers or 

heritage sites reflecting sustainable living and ethical practices. 

 

 

 


